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Dr. Beth Phillips is the Strategic Nursing Advisor 
for Ascend Learning/ ATI. She is Faculty Emeritus 
at Duke University School of Nursing, having 
taught there for 16 years in the Accelerated BSN 
and MSN in Nursing Education programs. Beth was 
also the Director of the Institute for Educational 
Excellence at Duke where she was responsible for 
faculty orientation and development, clinical 
instructor orientation, and continued competence 
for educators. Beth has been active on curriculum 
committees at both the SON and the SOM. Beth 
served on the Educational subgroup of the Racial 
Justice Taskforce for the last year. In addition, Beth 
was instrumental in overseeing the review of the 
curricula in the School’s four programs for evidence 
of Bias. Prior to Duke, Beth spent 9 years at Vance 
Granville Community College, where she taught in 

and directed the ADN and LPN programs. Prior to teaching, Beth spent 13 years working in 
surgical trauma ICU. Beth received her ADN from Waukesha County Technical Institute in 
Wisconsin; her BSN from East Carolina University; her MSN from Duke; and her PhD in 
Nursing from the University of Wisconsin Milwaukee. Beth has a passion for equity and 
inclusion, faculty onboarding, and innovations in education. Beth has published on educational 
strategies, completed research on clinical decision making in nursing students, and students’ 
intent to become faculty, among other topics. Beth has presented nationally and internationally 
on nursing education topics. Beth is actively involved in the International Society for 
Professional Identity in Nursing. 

  

Ashley Graves, MSN, RN - Lead 
Integration Specialist, Nurse Educator, 
Great Lakes & Northeast Regions - ATI 
Nursing Education 

Ashley has more than 15 years of nursing 
experience. She began her nursing career 
in a medical surgical, acute care, setting 
where her passion for education began. 
She has been in various roles in academia. 
She received her Master of Science in 
Nursing Degree from Grand Canyon 
University, Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
degree from Ohio University and her 
Associate Degree in Nursing from 
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Hocking Technical College. She served as an NCLEX-RN Testing Specialist Mount Carmel 
College of Nursing (Columbus, Ohio). Her focus during her time as an educator was on 
fundamentals, adult health, clinical nursing and NCLEX-RN preparation. Ashley served as a 
faculty mentor for ATI implementation and supported student performance with academic 
testing. 

 


