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SCORING
PROCESS



THE JUDGING PROCESS 

BLIND
REVIEW

Abstracts are reviewed
anonymously for acceptance

into the onsite poster gallery at
the OADN Convention.

ONSITE
RESCORING

FINAL SCORES
& AWARDS

The ARC committee evaluates
for both presentation and design.
The committee will use a rubric

to determine score.

Final scores are tabulated based
on the sum of judges’ weighted

rubric scores. The final three
posters will be awarded cash

prizes courtesy of Trajecsys and
Post University.  

O A D N  |  U P D A T E D  F O R  2 0 2 5



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCORING SCALE

CONTENT & PURPOSE (20%)

CONNECTION TO THEME (10%)

DESIGN & PRESENTATION (20%)

ENGAGEMENT & DELIVERY (30%)
Presenter clearly communicates main points 
Highlights practical “takeaways” or strategies others can apply 
Uses presentation time efficiently and stays within the allotted time

INNOVATION & CONTRIBUTION (20%)

4 = Excellent
3 = Good
2 = Fair
1 = Poor
0 = Not Present/Insufficient

Clarity of purpose: project’s goal is well-defined and complete 
Relevance to ADN education and community-based practice 

Alignment with at least one convention objective 

Originality of approach, strategy, or findings
Evidence-based or data-driven outcomes 
Advances ADN education, faculty development, or leadership

Poster is visually clear and easy to follow (logical flow, effective use of space) 
Appropriate use of visuals (graphs, charts, photos, icons) vs. text 
Professional formatting (fonts,colors,readability) 

Demonstrates Elevating Nursing Education: Embracing Change, Strengthening Community 
Embodies the spirit of community-based education 

OADN Poster Presentation Rubric – 2025 Convention NEW FOR 2025: WEIGHTED SCORING
We’ve switched to a weighted scoring system so your
evaluation better reflects what truly makes a strong
presentation. Not every category matters equally; for
example, clear organization and staying within your time
limit have a much bigger impact than smaller details. By
giving more weight to the most important elements, the
rubric guides you toward focusing your effort where it
counts most. This way, your score is fairer, more accurate,
and helps you see exactly which areas have the greatest
influence on your success.

NEW FOR 2025: PRESENTATION FORMAT
Because we have so much interest and participation this
year, we’re moving to a standardized format for oral
presentations. This ensures that every presenter gets the
same amount of time and that presentations are evaluated
fairly and consistently. More details on the format will be
shared very soon.

2025
RUBRIC
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BEST PRACTICES
FOR POSTERS
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Focus on a single, clear
message.

Minimize text, maximize
clarity.

Use visuals instead of text.
(graphs, icons, photos)

Stick to a 2-3 colors, light
backgrounds are best for

contrast.

Organize logically: top >
bottom, left > right

👉 Tip: A strong poster tells a clear story AND shows measurable impact.

Edit ruthlessly. If in doubt,
leave it out.

BEST PRACTICES
POSTERS
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EXAMPLES OF
DOS & DON’TS
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BEST PRACTICES
POSTER DON’TS

Dark and busy background
with difficult-to-read text  
Illogical layout
Very text-heavy and no
demonstrable images,
graphs, charts, etc.
Inconsistent formatting
What other don’ts do you
see? 

DON’TS EXAMPLES
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BEST PRACTICES
POSTER DO’S

Light background with
easy-to-read text
Consistent formatting and
a logical layout
A good balance of text and
demonstrable images,
graphs, charts, etc.
Colors are limited to just a
few to maintain design
harmony

DO’S EXAMPLES
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DESIGNS
& TUTORIALS
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BEST PRACTICES
FORMATTING EXAMPLE

The University of Wisconsin
has a great example with a
design guide and formatting
ideas to get started. 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT
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BEST PRACTICES
HELPFUL WEBSITES

Do’s and Don’ts with Templates by Colin Purrington
How to Design a Poster on Canva by Spoonflower
How to Design a Poster on Powerpoint by Spoonflower
Justin Matthews Poster Guide
Posternerd.com Tutorials
PosterPresentation.Com Helpdesk
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NEED A TUTORIAL? GET STARTED HERE.

https://colinpurrington.com/tips/poster-design/
https://blog.spoonflower.com/2018/06/28/how-to-design-a-fabric-research-poster-with-canva/?_gl=1*td7wyt*_gcl_au*Njc2ODMwMzcuMTc1NzYxMjk4Ni4xMjk0MTY5ODUyLjE3NTc2MTI5ODcuMTc1NzYxMjk4Nw..*FPAU*Njc2ODMwMzcuMTc1NzYxMjk4Ng..
https://blog.spoonflower.com/2025/08/19/how-to-design-a-fabric-research-poster-with-powerpoint/
http://justinlmatthews.com/posterhelp/posterguide/
https://www.posternerd.com/tutorials
https://www.posterpresentations.com/helpdesk.html


BEST PRACTICES
USABLE SPACE

Your poster can be sized up
to 7' 10.5" x3' 10.5". 
You do not need to use the
entire space if you prefer to
have a smaller poster.
We recommend that text and
images are readable from 3-4
feet away.

SIZING TIPS
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PRINTING
TIPS
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If printing on paper, check
your airline rules for carry on

size restrictions. You may
need to check it.

Choose where you will print
your poster now. Get familiar
with their deadlines now to

allow for any delays.

Wrinkle-free fabric posters
are easier for air travel. You
can fold it and pack it safely

in your bag.

BEST PRACTICES
PRINTING

O A D N  |  U P D A T E D  F O R  2 0 2 5



BEST PRACTICES
PAPER VS FABRIC

CHART PROVIDED BY: POSTERNERD.COM
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BEST PRACTICES
PRINTING VENDORS
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OADN HAS NO AFFILIATION WITH ANY OF THESE VENDORS.  
THESE ARE A FEW SUGGESTIONS AND YOU ARE ABLE TO CHOOSE ANY VENDOR YOU PREFER.

https://postersmith.com/
https://www.posternerd.com/products/scientific-posters/fabric-poster
https://www.posterpresentations.com/order-foldable-fabric-poster-printing.html
https://scientificposterprinting.com/fabric-poster-printing?srsltid=AfmBOor9VJltNQhHUJrsGEbS0nERvd8D5tghOFqhVP6OrZdiN8_aR0pl


Allison McCaslin, Member Engagement
Manager

EMAIL
allison.mccaslin@oadn.org
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